Introduced by Council Member R. Brown and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Newby, Carter and Becton: 



RESOLUTION 2018-135
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING COACH RODNEY “Wiz” JOHNSON ON BEING INDUCTED INTO THE UNITED STATES FLAG AND TOUCH FOOTBALL LEAGUE NATIONAL HALL OF FAME; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Rodney “Wiz” Johnson, a native of Jacksonville, was born August 7, 1963, to Ms. Clara Johnson. He attended local public schools and graduated from Jean Ribault Senior High School in 1981.  Mr. Johnson pursued a secondary education at Florida State University and graduated with B.S. in Rehabilitative Services; and 
WHEREAS, for ten years, Rodney Johnson worked with Boys and Girls Club which is where he connected with his passion and began to coach football. The plays, the adrenal rush, and the sportsmanship are all aspects of football that Coach Wiz loves about the game; and   


WHEREAS, Coach Johnson is a humorous, intelligent, compassionate, gentle giant. He thrives on challenging players to keep pushing until they find the best version of themselves on and off the field. Coach Rod's career in coaching began 25 years ago, in 1992. Since then, he has coached teams such a Lady Jags, J-Hawks, and Nitro. Teams under his leadership have competed at the city, state, and national championships. Team titles won include District Champions, Local League Champions, and NFL Flag Champion Boys Senior Division PAL Champions; and 
WHEREAS, in 1997, Coach Rod Johnson was very influential in the International Women’s Flag Football Association (IWFFA) sponsoring a girls’ flag football competition. Based on his love for the game and unwavering support, IWFFA selected Coach Johnson as the inaugural recipient of the Porter Wilson Award. Other awards and recognitions include, but not limited to, Summer Youth Employment Program Director of the Year; Florida Area Council Culture Enrichment Program of the Year Winner 1994; Nike Go Girls Sports Program Grant Recipient; Several Youth Development Leadership Awards and Commitment to Excellence Awards (1994-2000); Jacksonville Children's Commission Youth Leadership Award Winner; and William M. Raines High School’s Volunteer Coach of the Year (1997-1999). When asked about his most unforgettable moments in flag & touch football, Coach Rod reflects back to the 1998 California Tournament in Oakland/San Francisco area. Besides playing outstanding and undefeated throughout the tournament, and ultimately winning the championship, Coach Johnson is most proud of the overall priceless experience bestowed on 12 young ladies, ages 12-15, from Jacksonville, Florida; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates Coach Rod “Wiz” Johnson on his invaluable contribution to the community and the induction to the United States Flag and Touch Football League National Hall of Fame, Class of 2017.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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